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Time to tell the truth about costs and the viaduct
tunnel project

The claim that Seattle is ‘on the hook’ for AWV replacement project cost overruns is an
exaggeration and serves solely to instill fear and doubt. It's time for Seattle’s Mayor and
those opposed to the regionally approved replacement alternative to face facts; the primary
cause of potential cost overruns is intentional delay. Delaying the project only increases the
danger of a catastrophe and hurts the economy and Seattle taxpayers.

Our core goal, as taxpayers in the city and state, should be to prevent cost overruns, no
matter which government would have to pay for possible increases. Everyone in Seattle is a
taxpayer of Washington, and the taxpayers of Washington, are in fact ‘on the hook’. Neither
the Council collectively nor | individually are in denial about that fact. The Council is keeping
a close eye on the agreements between the city and the state that allow the project to go
forward. We will thoroughly review those agreements in June and July, once the initial
negotiations have been completed.

The Council does not take the possibility of cost increases lightly. We have done our due
diligence and a majority of the Council believes strongly, that the risk of overruns has been
distorted and overblown in order to kill the project. We are working in partnership with the
state to ensure that the project is completed on budget and on time. Only with true
collaboration and working in partnership can large projects be completed on budget.

It is crucial that we move forward on the project now to keep it on budget, to protect public
safety, and to keep people and goods moving through our region. Demands that the state
stop the project and address potential cost overruns are an intentional misdirection. They
are also unnecessary from a legal standpoint.

First, the legislation limiting the state’s responsibility says nothing about the City, but instead
makes a legally meaningless reference to property owners. In addition to being vague, the
statement that names ‘Seattle area property owners’ as responsible for cost overruns has no
legal teeth to compel the City to assume cost overruns for a project that the state is

managing.

Yes, the state could take future legislative action to force the city to pay for overruns, but
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