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Junior Colloquium in the History of Science:
Science, Arts and Crafts
Introduction to the course:  This seminar is aimed to take majors in history and philosophy of science, and history majors, along the path from being passive consumers of history (via lectures and textbooks) to being active researchers and interpreters.  It aims to provide part of the foundation for independent research and writing during the senior year (via a History 498 course, HPS 400, or the one-quarter thesis requirement for minors in History of Science.)  The course fulfills a requirement for majors in History and History and Philosophy of Science, and for the History of Science minor.

Our work together will center on these questions: did the Arts and Crafts movement in Britain and the United States during the late nineteenth and the early twentieth century provide an appreciable part of the context for science?  Did it have an influence, or reflect a common context?  Given the dominant historiography, which links late nineteenth-century science, particularly physical science, to the rise of science-based industry, could the anti-industrial Arts and Crafts movement have had an influence on science?
It is important to realize that, perhaps in contrast to a lecture course, in a seminar most of your effort needs to take place outside of class.  We will only meet as a group for two hours a week, but you should expect to work ten to fifteen hours a week in addition, on your own and with your classmates.  You will work in small groups to help lead sessions of the seminar and to research and report on sources relevant to our discussions.
Course requirements and grading:


Contributions to seminar meetings, short written assignments…………25%

Shared leadership of one seminar, including preparation ……………...15%

Short paper on Bellamy’s Looking Backward (April 16)………………10%

Short paper on Morris’s News from Nowhere (May 7)………………...10%

Research group project…………………………………………………15%

Research prospectus ………………………………………………….. .25%
Two required books are available for purchase at the University book store and elsewhere: William Morris’s News from Nowhere and Other Writings (Penguin Classics edition) and Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward.
Course schedule:   (common readings)

March

26
Introduction to the Course: Science as Art and Craft

April

2
Morris, News from Nowhere (ch. 1 – 15);  Morris, “How I Became a Socialist”; Owen Hannaway, “Laboratory Design and the Aim of Science” available on JSTOR; Freeman Dyson, “Science as a Craft Industry,” (1998) JSTOR
9 
Morris, News from Nowhere (ch. 16 - 32); Morris, “Useful Work vs. Useless Toil,” and Morris, “A Note by William Morris on His Aims in Founding the Kelmscott Press.”.  Julia Wrigley. “The Division between Mental and Manual Labor,” available on JSTOR. Paolo Pallodino, “Between Craft and Science,” (1993) on JSTOR
16  
Kathryn M. Olesko, “Tacit Knowledge and School Formation,” (1993),  H.M.

Collins, “Tacit Knowledge, Trust and the Q of Sapphire,” (2001); Collins, “The TEA Set: Tacit Knowledge and Scientific Networks,” all on JSTOR.
23
Bellamy, Looking Backward (ch. 1 – 13); Morris, “Looking Backward: A 


Review of Looking Backward”; “Arts and Crafts,” from The Journal of Political 

Economy (1902) on JSTOR.
30
Bellamy, Looking Backward (ch. 14 – 28); W. Bernard Carlson, “Academic Entrepreneurship and Engineering Education,” (1988) on JSTOR.
May

7
Discussion of Stickley’s The Craftsman;  Barbara Floyd, “The Cultured Mind, The Skillful Hand,” (PDF)
14
Research group presentations: I, II
21
Research group presentations: III, IV
28
NO CLASS: Memorial Day Holiday.  Individual meetings on final papers, due Tuesday,  June 5.
